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 Dear ur. B;chi:

. Your receat requ
quoted as followst

Yee lidrary undey
dzed in this article
oners® Courd has su-
refarrsd to, nust &

the votars of the

B with ac alresdy esztade
4.0’¥:t1=;on of a asjority

Arthple 16 - : .’Av_occs'. ’"" “ ﬂllm& .

"COQUrhot with estedlished 1idbrary.~~Instead
oR estadisnfing a separate county free lidrary,
potitiln of a majority of the voters of the
s 6 comaissioners? sourt may coatraet for
privileges froa soad alroady established
Such oontraet shall provide shat such
shed library shall assums the funedlions of
t cowaty frag 1ibrery withia the sounty with whish
the ‘contract is aade, inoluding insorparsted alties
and towns therelin, and s28l)l aleo Provide shat ths
1idrarian of sush estadblished lidrary shall hold or
segure a county lidrarisan's certificate froa the
State Boord of library Ixaminasrs. Ssid oourt cay
oontraot to pey ananually into she library fund of
sald estadlighed 1lidrary sush suva as may bs agreed
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uran, to be paid out of the county lidrary fund,
Either party to such ocontraot may taraminate the
aame by giving six months notice of intention
to do so, TFroperty aoquired ander suoch cmatraoct
shall be subjest to division at the terainatios
of the o~ntraoct upon suoh teras as are spescified
in such eoatraog,.¥

' The first legislative act authorlzinf free libraries
" %0 be eatablished was passed by the 3,th Legislature, Actas of
1915, Chap, 117, beginning on pags 175 of the General Laws of
Texas, This was sntitled an aot “"to estadlish, maintain, "
operate, equip and disestadlish ecunty free 1libraries and
ocounty oiroculating libraries for the uss of the oitizens of
this Statef...o™; and eaid act underwent subsequent revisions
with the last revision, Aots of 1919, 36th Lsgiaslature, 2nd
Called Session, found inoorporatcd onder Title 3§, Art{olol
1677-1696, Hevisod Civil Statutes, 1925, :

In nefther the originel esct nor any prior smendmeng
thereto did the legislature see fit Lo exact more onerous
prerequisites for the entering intoc of e contract with the
authorities of sn establiehed library than for the establish-
ing of a county free library,

Artiole 1678, R.C,8., 1925, o-nfers the suthority
on the coamissionars' court to sstadlish oounty free lidrariss
"on their own initistive, or when petiticaed to do s by a
anjority of the voters of that part of thae county to de affestedn,
Ag the Legislature, by direot expression, gave such m urt powar
to establish county free lidbreries on thsir own initiative with-
out o petition, {f the court so chose, wa ocannot delieve that
they intended to withhold this power from such court in the case
of ensering into a contraet for library privileges from some
tlready entablished lidrary,

It i3 cur belisf that the words! "upon pstition of
t majority of the voteras of the couniy", as contained 1in sald
article 1694, supra,~if they have any aeaning at all in this
artiole, refer back -to the preceding olause ia desorirtion of
¢ manner "of establishing & sepsrats county free iibrary”,
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Therefore, 1% 's the oplalon of tiis departnent

- that the commissioners' court may scatrsot for lidrary
privilegea from soze slready eastadblished library upca theiy
owdl initistive and without a petition of the majority of the
[ votaers of the county,

Trusting this satisfactorily snsw»ers y.ur inguiry,
& we ars

Yours very truly
ATTIRHY GIDUTAL OF TUXAS
ay [Rolbun? X. Lol ;Z,

Robart L, Lﬂttim@rﬁg T,
Asaiatant.
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